Orbital Cellulitis-When Computed Tomography Imaging Is Falsely Reassuring.
An 8-year-old male presented to the pediatric emergency department with subjective fever, blurry vision, and left eye pain. On physical examination, there was mild left lower lid erythema and a subtle left eye elevation deficit. Computed tomography demonstrated preseptal soft tissue swelling without orbital involvement; however, there was varying amounts of paranasal sinus opacification. Despite the negative scan, a diagnosis of orbital cellulitis associated with sinusitis was made and treatment with intravenous antibiotics was initiated. A magnetic resonance imaging performed subsequently revealed orbital fat stranding and inferior rectus enlargement and enhancement near the orbital apex, indicating the presence of orbital cellulitis. This case demonstrates the utility of magnetic resonance imaging when initial computed tomography imaging is negative in patients with concern for orbital cellulitis.